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Dick Garwin’s comments for Spurgeon Keeny Memorial session of 12/09/2012.

| was first introduced to Spurgeon Keeny by W.K.H. (Pief) Panofsky in the White House
Office of Science and Technology (OST) where Pief and | were working probably on the
Strategic Military Panel of the President’s Science Advisory Committee--PSAC. Pief’s
assessment: “That young man has more power than any three-star general in
Washington.”

| observed Spurgeon close-up in OST, especially beginning in 1961 with the advent of
the Kennedy Administration and Jerome Wiesner’ s service as President Kennedy's
Science Advisor. Spurgeon was Wiesner’ s right-hand man. | recall particularly the
urgent introduction of the so-called “permissive action links” (PALS) on the 7000 U.S.
nuclear weapons in Europe by the direct intervention of Wiesner and Keeny with the
President, followed by the realization that at $20K per PAL, we had just committed to a
$140 M expenditure over the next year.

Following Spurgeon’slong and influentia service with OST in support of the President’s
Science Advisor, and simultaneously on the National Security Council (NSC) staff, he
became Assistant Director (S&T) of ACDA. With the advent of the Nixon
Administration in 1969, and Henry A. Kissinger as national security advisor (and later as
Secretary of State), it became clear that Henry needed help. His Harvard colleague and
friend, Paul Doty, Professor of Biochemistry and along-time member of PSAC and its
predecessor, persuaded Henry to work confidentially with asmall group of PSAC
members and one or two others—Doty, Sidney D. Drell, Dick Garwin, George
Kistiakowsky, Pief Panofsky, George Rathjens, and Jack Ruina. We would meet with
Henry in the evening in the White House Situation Room before or after amonthly PSAC
session, report on the problem we had studied for him in the previous weeks, provide a
SECRET or TOP SECRET report that we had prepared and agreed (together with the
reguisite program options A through E). We would meet with him in the situation room
for breakfast the next morning to answer his questions about the report, and agree on a
new work topic.

Adding to the difficulty of the work itself was the necessity to maintain clearances and
access to sensitive program and policy information, to be able to draft, redraft, and type
actual reports and to classify them properly, and even to pay travel expenses where not
already covered by PSAC/OST, al without revealing to anyone that Henry was working
with people whom he was at the same time denigrating to his staff. Spurgeon Keeny at
ACDA took up the chalenge, at substantial risk to himself. Thus we prepared technical
anal yses and option papers on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), nationa and
hard-site missile defense, multiple independently targeted reentry vehicles (MIRV), and
in general provided technical and scientific knowledge for which Kissinger himself had
no fedl.



We had wished that Henry would have drawn on PSAC and Nixon’s Science Advisor
(initially Lee DuBridge), but he would have none of it. In truth, our informal group was
probably a better approach, which could not have been conducted responsibly without the
participation of Spurgeon Keeny.

In addition to the written reports there was a sometimes frank exchange of views that led
to Kistiakowsky’s early departure from the group, and after the bombing of Cambodia
1969-70, to George Rathjen’ s separation.

| close here by quoting a letter of Paul Doty to Kissinger of May 1, 1973, one day after
the resignation of H.R. Haldeman and John D. Ehrlichman over the Watergate Affair,

HARVARD UNIVERSTY
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY

12 Oxford Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138
U.SA.

May 1, 1973

Dr. Henry A. Kissinger
The Wite House
Washi ngton, D.C.

Dear Henry,

I enclose two copies of-a letter that ny col |l eagues
and | have prepared after further reflection on the problem
we addressed in our earlier papers. It is nore specifically
tailored to your present trip to Moscow and presents the ar-
gunments (not so much for you as for the other side) for a
smal | package built around a MRV noratorium So, do have a
|l ook at it before you land, if you can.

M1 1ionshchi kov and his friends are supposed to cone
here for a visit and bil ateral discussion of future arns
control problenms in |ate June or July. However, we do not
have a firmdate. Wiile the neeting is not particularly im
portant in the short run, | think it is still inportant to
keep this connection for the long run and that can only be
done if we do neet annually. Hence, if you are so inclined
and have a chance to speak favorably to Brezhnev or G onyko
about the long termusefulness of this it would be nost
hel pful .



| amsorry I was so nunb at the breakfast we had
| ast Monday. The eerie quiet of the Wite House and ny worry
of how much the scandal would interfere with your work had
their effect. But your New York speech was first rate (except
for the unnecessary Watergate diversion) and it should get
the Europeans into a little larger frame of nmnd

When you have tine on your trip | hope you will reflect on the
possibility that the changes at the Wite House will probably
make it possible for you to reestablish the practice of having
nmore than one critical input into your problens, at least in the
techni cal aspects of defense and SALT. It seens to nme that this
is what your forner coll eagues denied thensel ves and recently
succeeded in denying you. W are nore convinced than ever that
this is essential if you are to appreci ate your options and
avoid risking long termm stakes for short termgains. It is not
only a plug for us (although we would like to work on a nore
predi ctabl e and regul arly schedul ed basis) but for bringing in a
few others to work simlarly in other areas. Wen you return you
shoul d have the chance to act on this. Furthernore it m ght
provi de a bonus by hel ping create a new clinmate in which science
and technol ogy could again be directly useful

| rmust stop before this beconmes a sernon. Bon voyage
and the best of good wi shes. Keep a weat her eye cocked for the
proverbi al Russi an bl onde.

Si ncerely,
.;
7Y
Paul Doty
PD: gp
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Spurgeon Keeny was a key person in this enterprise, ensuring that our papers went
beyond discussion, to actionable options. He was a pleasure to work with; he was a
superb colleague and friend.



